Statement by Sandy Buchanan, Executive Director, Ohio Citizen Action

The members of American Municipal Power have clearly made the right decision to cancel the proposed 960 megawatt coal plant in Meigs County.   This plant had the political support of politicians in Ohio from the Governor on down.  Killing it was a difficult proposition, but a compelling one for the many citizens and environmental groups who knew that the plant would have been both an economic and an environmental disaster.

Many citizens and environmental groups across Ohio and neighboring states have worked to prevent this plant from being built. Thanks are due to many people, including Elisa Young and Meigs Citizen Action Now, who had the courage to speak up about the terrible pollution problems that already plague their community due to coal-fired power plants.  City council members in several of the key communities dared to speak up and ask questions when this plant was supposed to be a “done deal.”  The legal case to oppose the permits was led from the beginning by Shannon Fisk of the Natural Resources Defense Council, working closely with attorneys from NRDC, Sierra Club, Ohio Environmental Council, and the National Parks Conservation Association.  Key technical experts David Schlissel of Synapse Energy Economics and Tom Sanzillo of T.R. Rose Associates presented the case against building this plant in legal cases and city councils.  
The Sierra Club and Ohio Student Environmental Coalition actively opposed the plant, organizing community meetings and press events. Ohio Citizen Action members sent 12,905 personal letters to AMP-Ohio board members urging AMP to cancel the plant, 5,692 ratepayers in AMP-Ohio communities have signed petitions opposing the plant, and 592 ratepayers in AMP communities have written personal letters to their local council members telling them why they don't want to build this coal plant, NRDC and Sierra. 

The Ohio Citizen Action Education Fund sincerely thanks the foundations, including Rockefeller Family Fund, Energy Foundation, Public Citizen and George Gund Foundation who supported the work to bring the facts about this plant to light and connect us with key technical experts.

This plant had been planning to use coal from Ohio and from Central Appalachia, where mountaintop removal is taking place.  It is time to stop the destruction in coal mining communities in our state and in our neighboring states throughout Appalachia. 
.
