Beryllium

Feds recommend 

community investigation 



On October 10, 2001, a federal health agency confirmed that an exposure investigation is needed to determine whether community members are exposed to beryllium transported on Brush Wellman worker’s clothing or exposed to beryllium through air pollution resulting from accidents at the Brush Wellman plant.



This summer, the Agency for Toxic Substance and Disease Registry, was asked by Senator Mike DeWine to examine the community health hazards presented by Brush Wellman’s beryllium plant.  



Recommendations in their report include—

The Agency should conduct an investigation to determine if and how community members are being exposed to beryllium dust and provide the public with educational materials about the dangers of beryllium.

Brush Wellman should communicate openly with the public, improve their air and water pollution monitoring, and increase their reporting to the Ohio EPA.

The Ohio EPA should regulate Brush Wellman more rigorously and increase dialogue with the community about these regulations.



What now?



The Agency for Toxic Substance and Disease Registry is not an enforcement agency.  Therefore, neither Brush Wellman, nor the Ohio EPA are under any legal obligation to follow these recommendations.



Brush Wellman and the Ohio EPA can consider these recommendations as suggestions unless the public demands action.



On October 24, the Agency is hosting a public meeting to discuss the report and hear your comments.  Please attend the meeting and let the Agency, the Ohio EPA and Brush Wellman know what you think.

��



Public Meeting



What 	The Agency is hosting a public 

meeting to explain their report 

and to hear your response



When	Wednesday, October 24, 2001

		7:00 – 9:00 PM



Where	Elmore Community Center

		410 Clinton Street



Why	This public meeting is our opportunity to demand the long overdue exposure study, increased regulations, and honest and open communication between the government, Brush Wellman, and members of the community.





Questions to ask the Agency for Toxic Substance and Disease Registry—

When will the exposure study begin?

Will the ATSDR establish a panel of community members and community appointed experts to oversee the study and study results?

Once you determine who is being exposed to beryllium and through which routes of exposure, what will determine if you proceed to medical monitoring?

To ensure the community is receiving the information it needs to receive, will you consult with community members, Ohio Citizen Action, and medical experts on your public health materials before you print and distribute any information?



Questions to ask the Ohio EPA—

The next time Brush Wellman has an accident at the plant—what will you do if the company again denies you access to the accident site?

When will you begin ongoing independent air monitoring for beryllium pollution?  Will you publish the results in the newspaper?

Will you require Brush Wellman to write a risk management plan for beryllium to determine the risks for future accidents at the plant?

Will you require Brush Wellman to take steps to reduce the impact and the likelihood that such accidents ever occur?





If you have questions or would like a complete copy of the report, please contact 

Amy Ryder at Ohio Citizen Action: (888) 777-7135 or aryder@ohiocitizen.org.







