March 22,2005

Dr. Axel Claus Heitmann, CEO

Lanxess Corporation

Leverkusen Chemiepark

Bldg. K10

51368 Leverkusen, Germany

Dear Dr. Heitmann,

Ohio Citizen Action is the state’s largest environmental organization, with 100,000 dues paying members.  We support local communities who are urging polluting facilities to become good neighbors. 

The Lanxess Plastics Plant on the west side of Cincinnati, Ohio, has chronic, serious problems, including 107 accidents in 2004. In the past five months, Lanxess has had three major releases of chemicals, including the October 2-4, 2004 release of 1,122 lbs of acrylonitrile and 34 lbs of butadiene during the community’s “Oktoberfest” celebration, the December 15, 2004 release of 700 lbs of acrylonitrile and the February 23, 2005 release of 750 lbs of butadiene during a community meeting about accidents at Lanxess.  As you may know, this plant is directly across the street from an elementary school.

On December 2, 2004, the local plant manager told the community that the accident in October was not acceptable, and that the plant would change its ways.  Two huge accidents and four months later, the company has still not corrected these problems.  In any other company at this point the plant manager would have already been fired and replaced.  

The community outlined what is acceptable in their neighborhood in a meeting on March 15:

· No odors

· No chemical leaks or accidents

· Immediate notification of non-routine procedures at the plant

· Air monitors on the Westside

· No dust

· No pollution in Ohio River and underground aquifer

· Reduce emissions to as close to zero as possible

Neighbors believe that this standard can be met with a plan that makes real changes and the plan should be verified by a knowledgeable third party.  Community members and Ohio Citizen Action have provided Lanxess management with contact information for specialists who have experience in similar circumstances, but Lanxess has not been receptive to these suggestions so far.  

We have seen other companies in Ohio make the necessary changes to meet community standards.  We strongly believe that it is possible for communities and companies to coexist and for relationships to improve.  We urge you to put the proper management in place to make these standards a reality.

Community members will be meeting with Lanxess representatives on April 5, 2005.  Lanxess needs to come ready to meet the neighborhood standard. How many more accidents will it take to change your ways?

Again, we invite you to contact us any time for information regarding our communities, and we invite you to meet with neighbors when you visit the facilities in the United States.  

We look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

Ken Gosney

Addyston Neighbor

Ruth Breech, Southwest Ohio Program Director

Ohio Citizen Action

