Meeting to be held on Saturday morning: 

QUESTIONS TO ASK ABOUT HITCHENS SCHOOL CLOSING

The Three Rivers School Board has temporarily closed Meredith Hitchens Elementary School while the Ohio EPA investigates cancer risks from the Lanxess Plant.   After studying seven months of air samples taken on top of Hitchens, OEPA announced this week that  the levels of chemicals found in the samples showed elevated cancer risks for long term exposure.

The air monitoring at Hitchens was set up as a response to the Lanxess “good neighbor campaign” conducted by Ohio Citizen Action and the Westside Action Group since July 2004.   Throughout the campaign, parents and residents have been asking questions about the safety of the children at the elementary school, and many have urged that the school be closed permanently.

Ohio EPA will be in Addyston on Saturday, December 10 at 9 am at a public meeting to talk about their report.   Members of the school board and administrators will also be at the meeting, which, ironically, is being held at Hitchens.

Here are some questions to ask OEPA and the school officials:

· The school board has already announced it will have to close one school -- either Hitchens or Miami Heights-- for budget reasons.  Given the daily chemical exposures and the potential for chemical accidents at Lanxess, isn’t closing Hitchens the logical choice?

· What criteria will the school board use to decide the circumstances under which it would consider reopening Hitchens?

· If the school board is considering reopening the school, how does it plan to prevent children in the event of a chemical accident?

· What are the evacuation plans for Hitchens if an accident occurs at Lanxess?

· What is the sampling protocol that Ohio EPA is using for indoor air testing at Hitchens?

· What are the short term health effects of exposures to these chemicals?

· Is the U.S. EPA involved in the investigation?

· The Ohio EPA’s study admits that it only looked at long-term exposure for adults, and that “children may be at a higher risk.”  When will the OEPA study the effects of the chemical exposures from Lanxess on small children? What about the effects of multiple chemicals? 

· Why couldn’t the children go outside during air sampling inside?

· Where is the outside air intake system at the school?

· Don’t the long-term cancer risks also apply to neighbors and community residents? 

If you are unable to attend the meeting, but have questions you would like to ask the Ohio EPA or the school board, here are their phone numbers:

Three Rivers Schools (513) 941-6400 Ohio EPA (614) 644-2160

