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Ohio’s largest environmental group honors Mid Ohio Valley Residents
Ohio Citizen Action will be honoring Mid Ohio Valley residents who worked to protect public health and safety and inform the public about C8 contamination at a ceremony this Saturday. Debra Cochran of Pageville will receive the Howard M. Metzenbaum Ohio Citizen Action Award, the organization’s highest recognition for grassroots leadership.  
Neighbors for Clean Air will host the event at the Holiday Inn in Marietta on Saturday, March 10 from 4-7 pm.  The event will also feature awards to Bob Griffin, General Manager of the Little Hocking Water Association and journalist Callie Lyons, along with a preview of Ohio Citizen Action’s new documentary:  “Eramet Marietta Neighbors Speak Out.” 
Background on award winners:

Debra Cochran

When Debra learned of C8 contamination in local drinking water supplies, she used her experience as an educator to research and prepare informational materials about the dangers of C8, and began attending and speaking at any public meeting where the issue could be brought up, including the board meetings of local water supplies, the Chamber of Commerce, and other civic meetings. She worked closely with the Environmental Working Group in Washington, D.C., the national organization which exposed many of DuPont’s internal documents about the dangers of C8.  She appeared in newspaper articles from the Washington Post and New York Times to the Marietta Times and Athens Messenger, and national radio and television, including ABC’s 20/20.  
In the past two years, Debra and her husband C.W. have also been instrumental in forming the new Athens Chapter of the Ohio Brain Injury Association, following a serious injury to their daughter.
Bob Griffin

Bob Griffin learned in late 2001 that DuPont had secretly been testing the Littlw Hocking Water Association’s water supply for contamination with the Teflon chemical C8, going as far back as 1984.  LHWA took its own samples in January 2002, confirming the presence of C8 in the drinking water supply.  Bob immediately announced that LHWA would take “whatever steps necessary to protect the integrity of the water supply and to ensure that the water supplied to our customers is safe.”  
LHWA held public meetings about the issues, testified at federal and state regulating agencies, sent informational flyers to 4,000 homes and the Warren Local School District, sampled the water supply, hired top-notch hydrogeologists to conduct investigations, voluntarily closed wells with known C8 contamination, and took legal action. Little Hocking Water secured a commitment from DuPont to provide bottled water to residents and install and pay for treatment of the drinking water. Bob will be awarded for “protecting the public health.” 

Callie Lyons

As a reporter for the Marietta Times, Callie Lyons was one of the first journalists in the nation to cover the breaking news stories about the dangers of the Teflon chemical C8.   She began her coverage of the issue in 2002, featuring a three-day series on C8, as well as numerous stories about the water contamination, legal actions, hearings with EPA, blood testing in residents and Teflon chemicals in food packaging.  She has just completed on book entitled Stain-Resistant, Nonstick, Waterproof, and Lethal: The Hidden Dangers of C8, which will be released later this month. 
Callie is now a reporter with WMOA Radio and is editor and writer for a new weekly paper, The Marietta Register.  Callie will be awarded for “uncovering the truth.”
History of the Ohio Citizen Action Howard M. Metzenbaum Award
When Howard M. Metzenbaum retired from the U.S. Senate in 1994, Ohio Citizen Action decided to honor him by presenting an award in his name. Throughout his years of service in the Senate, Senator Metzenbaum's name was synonymous with principled tenacity and fighting for what’s right. The Metzenbaum Award, Ohio Citizen Action’s highest award has been presented to: 
Stuart Greenberg, Environmental Health Watch, Cleveland

Laura Rench, Citizens for the Responsible Destruction of Chemical Weapons, Dayton

Teresa Mills, Buckeye Environmental Network, Columbus

Art Minson, civil rights and union activist, Akron

Baldemar Velasquez, Farm Labor Organizing Committee, Toledo

Galen ‘Butch’ Lemke, beryllium activist, Elmore, awarded posthumously

Noreen Warnock, Allen County Citizens for the Environment, Bluffton

Lisa Crawford, Fernald Residents for Environmental Safety and Health, Fernald

Alonzo Spencer, Save Our County, East Liverpool
