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The Right Thing to Do

The first inkling of trouble came from a call.
We’d like to meet about water- meet with y’all

We’ve got some info just for you.

We just want to meet – It’s the right thing to do.

It seems that your water has p-f-o-a.
We have the results with us here today.
It colorless, odorless and can’t smell it too.
We’re just letting you know – It’s the right thing to do.

Oh, by the way, we’ve seen it before.
It’s been in your water since at least ’84.

Yes, we know its now 2002.
We’re telling you now – It’s the right thing to do.

I’ll test it thought Bob; I’ll make the call.
But the lab said “No, we can’t test it at all.
Unless DuPont says we can test it for you

We simply can’t test” – It’s the right thing to do.
Now Bob wasn’t stopped by a puzzling “No”.
Instead, his curiosity began to grow.
He started to read and to make phone calls too.

He had to know more - It’s the right thing to do.
He learned about numbers like 1 and 14.
But what was the risk? and what did it mean?

He thought of his customers –perhaps they were you.
He had to find out - It’s the right thing to do.
He listened when numbers would suddenly jump.
At one hundred fifty, was he over the hump?

Was all this just nothing? a hullabaloo?

He just asked more questions - It’s the right thing to do.
He met with the agencies – first the OEPA.
We just want our water free of p-f-o-a.
It there a way you can help us?  We’re looking to you.

Can you set us a number?- It’s the right thing to do.

But no one could help. They just didn’t know.
But Bob wasn’t stymied ‘bout where he should go.

He knew what he’d want; he knew what to do.

He sent out a letter - It’s the right thing to do.
LHWA told its customers up front

What they knew and didn’t; they took the brunt.
They chose not hide data –as others would do.
They just told it all - It’s the right thing to do.
Bob set out for Washington for a process called ECA,
Where industry and agencies sat down to meet ya.
He went to all meetings until they were through.
He went there and sat - It’s the right thing to do.
But sitting just wasn’t Bob’s natural style.
He talked and he questioned all the long while.
He spoke with the agency, industry too.

His presence was constant - It’s the right thing to do.
He learned about pathways through soil and the air.
He learned about water and how it got there.
The wellfield was tested while he watched it too.
He stood in the cold - It’s the right thing to do.
Before the class action he was ahead of the pack.
He bargained for treatment - always on the attack.
He won bottled water to cook and drink too.
He was very successful - It’s the right thing to do.
He called Minnesota, New Jersey and more.
He tracked the health studies and testified more.
He spoke for his customers - 12,002.
He lobbied for them - It’s the right thing to do.
Behind him, the Board gave his efforts a chance.
They voted support and his efforts enhanced.
Their approach was straightforward and honest and true.
They helped when they could - It’s the right thing to do.
The health of their customers that was their concern,
So they sent Bob out there to listen and learn.
If knowledge is power, then we’ll all get through.
We’ll tell them more - It’s the right thing to do.
It seemed that Bob’s world was p-f-o-a.
It caused sleepless nights and consumed all his day.
Life before “this” seemed to fade into the blue.
Still he kept going - It’s the right thing to do.
So what does he say if you go and ask Bob?
He says “Nothing special. It just was my job.”
Well, we think it’s something – and this award is for you.
We want you to have it –It’s the right thing to do.
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