Good Evening Everyone:

I would like to say how very honored I am to receive the Howard Metzenbaum Citizen Award.  I want to thank Ohio Citizen Action for this prestigious recognition, which they have bestowed upon me.  I am very appreciative as well to Simona Vaclavikova for nominating me to receive this award. 

I went from a world of chocolate chip cookies and Barbie dolls to studying perfluorooctanoic acid, benlate, chlorethoxyphos, mercury poisoning and more…overnight.

I went from play dates and visits to the playground and library to speaking at the Chamber of Commerce and meeting with my State Representative and being placed on the docket to speak before the Federal EPA... with alot of devotion and effort to a cause...

...a cause that not only affected my family, but every family who was drinking or had ever drunk the contaminated drinking water of the affected public water systems along the Ohio River near DuPont’s Washington Works facility...

...when Fox 5 TV out of New York visited my small town of about 200 people, my 95 year old neighbor was out sitting on his bench in the shade of his tree... and they thought it would be interesting to speak with him.  When he discovered why they were visiting our town, his response was “the water office wouldn’t possibly put something through our water taps for us to drink that was bad for us”...this showed me what a huge leap our society had made from a time when average citizens implicitly trusted their public officials and their government offices, without question... to a time, when it became necessary for our own well being to question those same people.

Our society has taken a huge turn in the realm of environmental issues... in the 70’s environmentalists were considered “radicals,” “hippies” and even “Nazis”... because they dared to question the government and speak out against what they felt were wrong-doings against average citizens.  By the 90’s environmentalists were considered a specific group of people educated in the area of “global concerns”... like global warming, the diminishment of the rain forest and fluorocarbonated sprays.  But by the year 2000 environmentalists became the guy next door, the school teacher and the stay-at-home mom... who had little education in environmental issues, but great concern for people’s health and well being.  This new movement speaks of a trend worldwide that the average citizen is much more affected “at home” in the circle of their own family than ever before!  More average citizens are becoming environmentally savvy than at any other time in our history.  The good news bout this trend... which I have experienced first hand... is that it is working... and people are listening and paying attention to our efforts... people who can effect change.

I do not consider myself an environmentalist by any measure... I consider myself a citizen who cares... a wife, a mother, a daughter, a sister, who took the time to try to right a wrong.   Who cared enough about the health and well being of others to step outside of my own “safety zone” and tackle the “goliath” in my own backyard... I picked up the slingshot, polished the rock, and aimed... and lo and behold...

...as I prepared for battle, I never once wondered if anyone else was watching or paying attention to “my” battle... I merely forged ahead with the tenacity of a starving pit bull who had just found the last bone on Earth... and I did a lot of growling at those who scoffed...
I am grateful that for all of my hard work and devotion and caring and concern about the issue of C8 in our drinking water, that someone was watching and paying attention and found it worthwhile to recognize my efforts.  For THAT I am very grateful.  I hope that my “laymen’s efforts” will inspire other average citizens to be bold enough to take on whatever injustices they see in their backyards.  I hope that my tenacity will inspire them to stay their own fights until they see results.  I hope I have been an inspiration to my children, my family and friends and my community and if in accomplishing a very important feat, I have done that as well... then I have done something amazing!

Thank You!

